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Summer is always a busy time for the BIRHC staff
and volunteers. In this issue, you will find updates on
new programming and our efforts to expand patient
care here on the Island. Summer fundraising efforts
included the very popular garden tour, our silent

auctions, and a shiny new red Chevy.

Inside you will also find thank yous to some of the
many individuals and groups who have helped us over
the past months. But we send special thanks to all who
support us with donations to ensure that everyone on
the Island has access to health care, regardless of

ability to pay.

www.biruralhealth.org
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VA Health
Administration
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Veterans’ Services Expanded

“Veterans Day™ came carly to the
Island this year. Representatives of the
county and state Veterans Affairs
visited the Beaver Island Rural Health
Centeron June 13.

About 40 veterans dropped by the
Center to meet the VA group, which
included Sherri DeLoof, Tele-Health
Manager and Rural Health Consultant
for the Department of Veterans Affairs
Health Administration.

Federal legislation - the Veterans
Access, Choice and Accountability
Act of 2014 - was signed by
President Obama in August. One of
its goals was to shorten the wait time
that veterans face inreceiving health
care. The law provides funding to
pay private doctors and other health
professionals to care for veterans
who can’t get timely appointments
or who live more than 40 miles from
a VA hospital or clinic.

The legislation expands the
services available here at the
BIRHC. Veterans have received a

letter from the Saginaw VA Medical
Center which announced that veterans
could receive primary care, laboratory
and general radiology services.
Emergency services are not included,
but will be determined on a casc by
case basis.

There are eligibility requirements and
veterans must be seen by their VA
provider every 24 months to remain
cligible. Veterans requiring specialty
care services must still sce their VA

Denise McDonough's
Harbor Garden

primary care provider for referrals.
Prescriptions will still be provided
through the VA Medical Center.

In June, the VA visitors helped some
veterans enroll in the MyHealtheVet
program. The BIRHC will provide a
computer for veterans to access this on-
line program. Enrollees will be able to
renew their medications on-line and
provide access to their medical records
to the BIRHC. Veterans with questions
about the program can call Managing

Director Donna Kubic at 448-2275.

Before this new legislation was
signed into law, the BIRHC and VA
had been working to expand
telehealth possibilities for Island
veterans. Any new developments in
this area will be reported in future
newsletters.

“We are happy that we can now
offer more services to our veterans
and save them some of the stress and
expense of going off-island for
primary health care,” said Donna
Kubic.
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By The Numbers

Summer is always a busy time as our
population grows with seasonal residents
and visitors. Here are just a few statistics
drawn from patient visits in June, July
and August:

4 - number of patients brought to the
BIRHC by Beaver Island EMS for

treatment on ()I]CAU}:’.US[ C\'Cl'li]'lg

Chevy Cruze Raffle

Our board members and friends once
again spent many hours in the summer
sun at McDonough’s Market selling
tickets for our annual car raffle. The
winning ticket was purchased by Gaye
Paget. Congratulations to her!

See the article on page three for more
information about this important
fundraiser.

OurWish L.ist

The standards of care in the health field
are constantly changing and staying
current can be an expensive proposition.
Your donation to the BIRHC can be
designated to purchase specific
equipment. Here are some items from our
Wish List which can be seen on our
website: www.biruralhealth.org. Click
onthe *About Us  tab.

Spirometer for measuring patient lung

13 - number of uses of the community
room and/or our telephone conferencing
system by island organizations

45 - patients seen outside regular Center
hours on nights and weekends

95 - new patients seen for the first time
at BIRHC

I'he ping pong balls await the raffle
drawing.

function - $3000

Capnograph-Oximeter for measuring

respiration levels - $2000

Nebulizer for patient use - $200

Suture instruments - $150

Hand-held otoscope - $200

Blankets - $300

Pillows-S100

All donations are helpful and greatly
appreciated.
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Summer Fundraising Wrap-Up

The BIRHC is fortunate to have so many volunteers who
continue to come up with imaginative fundraising events.
Thank you to all who participated this summer.

Newsletter Donations: We thank all who sent donations in
response to our spring newsletter, supporting our operating
budget. The BIRHC raises only about 27% of what it needs to
operate from patient and insurance payments. Please help us
continue to provide quality health care on the Island by using
the enclosed donation envelope.

Island Voters: Over half of our annual operating revenue
comes from millages approved by our Island voters. We thank
the voters of Peaine Township for approving our millage
renewal in August and the St. James Township voters for their
approval in November 2013. This support is vital to our
mission of ensuring access to high-quality, cost-effective
patient treatment to all, regardless of ability to pay.

Gail’s Walk: Held in memory of Islander Gail Weede, this
untimed Memorial Day weekend walk raises funds to help
Islanders with unexpected medical expenses. Thank you to
organizers Lynn Cary, Beth Croswhite, Lisa Gillespie, Joan
LaFreniere, Dawn Marsh, and Kerry Smith. Thanks also to the
more than 50 walkers who participated.

Garden Tour: Our fundraising super-volunteers Leonor
Jacobson, Jan Paul and Dana D’ Andraia put together another
fantastic tour this year, highlighting northside gardens. The
tour group visited several unusual and beautiful sites and
enjoyed a luncheon at the Beaver Island Lodge, raising about
$1.500 for our Wellness Garden. We invite you to visit the

Center's gardens to see the results of all their hard work. The
Wellness Garden is financed entirely by donations for that
purpose.

Silent Auctions: Again this summer Islanders and visitors
had the chance to bid on a wide range of art work and jewelry,
all displayed in the BIRHC waiting area, as well as one-of-a-
kind decorative birdhouses, embellished by Island artists and
students. These silent auctions raised nearly $800 for the
Wellness Garden. Thank you to all who donated art and
services and to all who bid on them.

Forest View Community senior housing shared in the
proceeds from this year’s Chevy Cruze raffle. Completed in
2011, the not-for-profit six-unit apartment building is just
cast of the BIRHC on Carlisle Road. There are one- and two-
bedroom units with patios and a common area for gatherings.
Thank you to all who supported affordable senior housing on
the Island!
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Career Opportunity

Beaver Island Rural Health Center has an opening for a Certified Nurse Practitioner to work in a unique rural practice shared with
another family nurse practitioner in a beautiful facility.

Duties include routine primary care and urgent care for patients of all ages. Clinic and on call hours required. Great opportunity for
anexperienced practitioner to have a collaborative practice with another Nurse Practitioner.

Send letter, resume, request for information to:

Beaver Island Rural Health Center
PO Box 146
Beaver Island, MI 49782

Via email to donna(@biruralhealth.org

Managing Director, at 231-448-2275,

Phone inquiries may be directed to Donna Kubic,

Chris VanLooy Returns

We are pleased to welcome back
former BIRHC provider Chris VanLooy!
Chris will be returning to help us out with
vacation and relief coverage in the
coming weeks.

A Physician Assistant, Chris has been
onstaffhere two times. Chris was on our
staff from 2001 to 2003 and returned in
2008, before retiring at the start of 2013,
Thank you, Chris!

Remember that you can reach one of
our health care providers 24 hours a day.
7 days a week by calling our regular
number at 448-2275. You will be
instructed how to reach the provider on
call.

BIRHC Hours

§:00a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
except Holidays

On-call provider available 247
by calling: 231-448-2275

News and Notes

2014 Car Raffle

The BIRHC Board of Directors voted
carlier this year to share part of the car
raffle proceeds with the nonprofit Forest
View Community. The six-unit
apartment building for senior citizens
and those with disabilities shares our
campus, east on Carlisle Road. BIRHC
board members Pete LoDico and Connie
Wojan are also on the Forest View board.
and did the lion’s share of work on the
raffle sales.

Forest View received about $5,000
from the raffle proceeds and the BIRHC
received about $20,000. based on ticket
sales of 427. Thank you to all who
bought tickets!

Community Survey

We would like to thank all those who
participated in our recent focus groups
and community and patient surveys.
Our Board of Directors will be
analyzing the results in coming weeks to
learn how to better serve the Island
community. Watch for futurc
information on this process.

For more information about any of our
newsletter topics, please call Donna
Kubic, Managing Dircctor, at 448-2275,
oratdonna(biruralhealth.org

We Cannot Do [t Alone

Our fundraising ecfforts are an
important part of our operating budget.
Fundraising and donations, and the
endowment income that they earn, make
a big difference in the health care arena,
where revenue is often affected by forces
beyond our control - such as state
funding levels and Medicare
reimbursements.

Thank you to those who make the car
raffle successful: Pete LoDico: Ken and
Loretta Slater; the McDonough family
and McDonough's Market: our Board of
Directors: Larry Kubic: Sally
Lounsberry: Rod Nackerman; and
Dalwhinnie’s and Stoney Acre Grill.

Dr. Mcghan Costello, DC
Dr. Costello, East Bay Chiropractic, is now
sceing patients at the BIRHC. Call 448-2275
for more information







